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Surveys (spørreundersøkelser) as tool for research

• Surveys are one of the most used methods of 
quantitative data collection in the social sciences

• A means to collect systematic micro-data on the 
attitudes, beliefs, and behaviors of 

• the general public

• voters

• political activists and 

• elected officials

• Possibility to collect comparable data in different 
settings → a particularly valuable tool for studying 
differences in attitudes and behavior across time and 
across countries

• Surveys have been used across a range of topics in 
political science including: 

• political culture and values

• electoral choice

• political engagement

• social and political trust

• democratization

• Also used by political actors



What is a good survey?
• Representativeness - data are 

representative of the population of 
interest allowing researchers to draw 
robust conclusions about the entire 
population

• Reliability - differences observed in data 
collected across different respondents 
reflect genuine differences in attitudes 
or behavior rather than being the result 
of the way the data are collected

• Validity - the survey accurately 
measures what it is intended to 
measure



What is 
Eurobarometer?

• Eurobarometer = a series of surveys 
(spørreundersøkelser) initiated by the European 
Commission to measure public opinion in the EU 
member states

• Effort started in early 1970s with three pilot studies 
conducted in 1970, 1971 and 1973

• Eurobarometer was created in 1973

• First official Eurobarometer survey was conducted in 
1974 in France, West Germany, the UK, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, and 
Luxembourg

• Today all 27 EU member states included

• In some cases, even more countries covered, among 
others Norway (NO)



The Standard Eurobarometer

• In the main Eurobarometer survey, the Standard Eurobarometer, ca. 1000 citizens from each EU member state are 
asked through face-to-face interviews

• Exceptions:

• countries with small populations → sample of about 500 persons

• due to Covid-19 pandemic, alternative interview modes were used

• The questions measure among others:

• attitudes towards EU institutions,

• major topics concerning European affairs,

• public awareness of the EU, 

• people’s satisfaction and expectations regarding the quality of life in the EU

• Most questions are repeated on each survey to measure trends and opinion change over time

• Results are released twice a year



Let’s start



Website

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/screen/home

Scroll down (see next slide)

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/screen/home






Standard 
Eurobarometer

• The Standard Eurobarometer 97.5 (EB97) 
survey summer 2022 was conducted from 
17 June to 17 July 2022 in 39 countries or 
territories: the 27 Member States of the 
European Union (EU), the five candidate 
countries (Albania, Montenegro, North 
Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey), the Turkish 
Cypriot Community in the part of the 
country not controlled by the Government 
of the Republic of Cyprus, as well as in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Kosovo1, 
Norway, Switzerland and the United 
Kingdom.

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/series/4961

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/series/4961


• Detailed data 
and reports:

• Countries:



Country 
Factsheets

• Example Denmark:
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/deliverable/download/file?deliverableId=83446

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/deliverable/download/file?deliverableId=83446


First results
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/deliv
erable/download/file?deliverableId=83378 



Full report

• https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/delive
rable/download/file?deliverableId=84578

EU reaction to the war in Ukraine:

• https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/delive
rable/download/file?deliverableId=84156

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/deliverable/download/file?deliverableId=84578
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/deliverable/download/file?deliverableId=84156


Data on 
Norway

• https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets/
s2693_97_5_std97_eng?locale=en

https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets/s2693_97_5_std97_eng?locale=en


Parlemeter

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/
surveys/browse/all/series/49618

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/series/49618


https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/theme

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/theme


Education 
and 
Training
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/
surveys/browse/all/theme/000004

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/theme/000004


Climate Action 
and the 
Environment

• https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/
surveys/browse/all/theme/000006

https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/browse/all/theme/000006
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Disclaimer

• This presentation is part of the of the programme of UiA’s Jean 
Monnet Centre of Excellence.

• Visit us at https://jm-excellence.uia.no/

• The presentation reflects only the author’s view. The European 
Education and Culture Executive Agency and the European 
Commission are not responsible for any use that may be made of the 
information it contains.

https://jm-excellence.uia.no/

